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The purpose of our survey:

Humans, goods and currencies are traded over the national borders in the
world of global capitalism. Assisted reproductive technology is being incorporated
into such a trend. In vitro fertilization technology is also making its way into
developing Asian countries, taking root in their medical schemes. We in Japan
have only limited access to data on relevant regulations and the actual state
concerning assisted reproductive treatment in Asian countries.

This research aims to review assisted reproductive practices in Asia, the region
connected to Japan with a degree of mutual commonality, against the backdrop of
local cultures, religions and history. We will conduct a comparative fact-finding
survey in Asian countries across the board. Taken into considerations is the move in
the United States, the European Union, and other industrialized nations. We
examine the possibility of enforcing meta-level rules on the protection of the rights
of those involved and in particular the welfare of children, as well as on the
reduction of their risk. Also examined is the prospect of the inhibition of eugenic
thoughts and the prevention of reproductive treatment from being commercialized.

Deliberating on global regulations on assisted reproduction will give us insight
into the direction we should take toward the future. We hope we can broaden our
knowledge up to a point and get some implications by committing ourselves to

collaborative research and a cross-border comparative study with our counterparts.
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